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The Church of Sweden on the
Delaware 1638-1831
A 350th Anniversary
In his equally delightful and informative book, The Dutch
and Swedes on the Delaware, Christopher Ward suggests that
American history might have turned out differently if stormy
weather had not driven the Mayflower off its course and thus
landed the Pilgrims north of Cape Cod instead of in Delaware
Bay. Ward writes:
Speculations, as to the effect of a kindlier climate, a more
generous soil, upon the character of the English immigrants, of
the Puritans, who followed them, and of their descendants
-could lead to divers conclusions. One thing is certain how
ever; if the Pilgrim Fathers had spent that first winter in
Delaware Bay, they would have had a better time.(Ward, p. 32)

We may add to this one certainty, another - there would
not this year be an observance of the coming of the Swedish
colony to the Delaware. In 1638 there was at least some
f oundation for the belief of the Swedish chancellery that no
one but Indians had good claim to the west bank of the
Delaware. So Peter Minuit represented the situation to the
great chancellor, Gustavus Adolphus' real successor, Axel
Oxenstjerna, in 1636. And Minuit should know, for he had
been the Governor of the Dutch West India Company's colony
in New Amsterday from 1626 - 1632. But it soon developed
that Minuit's interpretation of unclaimed territory on the
Atlantic seaboard did not agree with that of the West India
Company, nor of their efficient governor in New Amsterdam,
Peter Stuyvesant. The result was that from the first the Swed
ish settlement, which Minuit effected in March 1638, was
opposed by the Dutch. The political story of the Swedes on the
Delaware is, consequently, not a long tale. In September 1655
Stuyvesant raised the Dutch flag over Fort Christina, where
the Swedish colors had flown for seventeen years. The Swedes
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were permitted to stay on under the new regime. Even this
was temporary. Maryland had laid claim up to the 40th paral
lel, New England stretched her claims down to the 38th paral
lel. Stuyvesant's question to Governor Winthrop of Massachu
setts, "Where then lies New Netherland?" (Ward, p. 378)
received the very practical answer which tne Duke of York
gave - it didn't continue to lie anywhere.
From Dutch control the Swedish settlements passed into
English ownership, in 1664. In 1682 they became a part of
Penn's domain. There the political story ends, except as we
consider the increasing part these Swedish landowners
played in the development of colonial Pennsylvania.
Yet, were we to retell the events of the half century from the
death of Gustavus Adolphus to the coming of Penn to the
Delaware it would be a long story, with a rich background of
detail from the Old World. It would bring before us again the
figure of Willem Usselincx, the inspiration of both the Dutch
West India Company and the South Company in Sweden. We
would catch a glimpse of the grandiose plans of Gustavus to
include exploratory trade colonies in his dream of Sweden as
a dominant European power, a dream cut short by the king's
death at Lutzen. The close alliance between the Dutch and
the Swedes in the Thirty Years' War, the fear of the States
General to incur the displeasure of Sweden by any untoward
act on the far-away Delaware, the internal conditions of
Sweden and the character of immigrants to America, the
unpredictable element of storm-broken communications, the
political effect of the interregnum and consequent accession
of Christina and her character, - all of these elements would
be reflected in the small, struggling, settlements on the west
ern shores of Delaware around what is now Wilmington,
Delaware and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. And after 1655,
when the last Swedish Governor, Johan Rising, had departed,
leaving the settlements to the Dutch, there would be the
record of how the valleys of the Delaware and the Hudson
became neither extensions of Virginia and Maryland, nor of
Massachusetts and Connecticut, but instead a region later to
be known as the Middle Colonies. The Duke of York gave his
name to one center, the Quaker Penn to another, and the
story merges into that which gradually ends, in one of its
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parts, at Philadelphia on July 4, 1776. In those later phases
the Swedish contribution is not very apparent, but when we
reflect that Penn bought the land on which Philadelphia
stands from the Swedes, and that descendants of those early
Swedes took important parts in the Constitutional Conven
tion, we may pause to consider what became of the colony
after 1655. Though the political chapter ended so abruptly,
the cultural, the social, the religious chapters were yet to be
written. And since the latter has received so little attention in
comparison with the former, we shall deal especially with the
Swedish Church on the Delaware.
In 1693 - fifty-five years after Peter Minuit had brought
the first expedition and thirty-eight years after the loss of the
colony to the Dutch - a letter reached the king of Sweden
from the Delaware. It had a great influence on the future of
the colonists even as it reveals much of what their state had
been up to this time. The Delaware Swedes had before this
tried to reach the ear of authorities in Sweden, but letters had
gone amiss. It was a nephew of the most famous of the
Swedish governors on the Delaware,Governor Johan Printz,
who almost accidentally established a line of communication
between Pennsylvania and Stockholm. He had been in Amer
ica and while in Stockholm met John Thelin, Postmaster of
Gothenburg, to whom he had related the plight of his fellow
countrymen on the Delaware. Thelin was so impressed that
he brought the account to the attention of King Charles XI,
who immediately asked for further details. Thelin wrote to
the colony, and from the reply he received we quote as
follows:
It is further his Royal Majesty's desire to know how we are and
have been treated in this country- we therefore acknowledge
and truly declare that both by the Hollanders, and under his
Royal Majesty of England, our most gracious King, we have
been well treated. For the Swedes have been faithful to them in
thought and deed, as they still are to this day; and we have
thus always had a good and gracious government, and we live
with each other in mutual confidence and unity.
Now, as regards our general conditions in this country,
we are almost universally farmers, who plow and
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sow and practise agriculture, and live according to the laud
able old Swedish customs in meat and drink. This country is
also a very rich and fertile land in all kinds of grain, so that,
God be praised, it bears richly and abundantly whatever we
sow and plant in it, so that we have plentifully our support in
meat and drink, and it has every year sent out through this
river to most parts of the adjacent islands both flour, grain,
bread, and beer. There is here also a great abundance of all
kinds of wild animals, birds, and fish. Our wives and daughters
also busy themselves much in spinning both wool and flax,
many also with weaving, so that we have great reason to thank
Almighty God for the support of our daily life. God grant that
we may also obtain faithful Pastors and watchmen for our
souls, who may also feed us with that spiritual food, which is
the preaching of God's Word, and the administration of the
Holy Sacraments in their proper form.
We live in great amity with the Indians, who have not done
us any harm for many years. It has also been told yqu, as your
letter informs us, that the sons of the Swedish minister per
form divine service in the Swedish church. But that is not so,
for in this congregation we had a Swedish clergyman, whose
name was Laurentius Caroli Lockenius, who came to the
country in Governor Printz's time, and within five years past,
in the coming September, fell asleep in the Lord. And in the
other Swedish congregation, also, we had a clergyman, M.
Jacobus Fabritius by name, who is a German, and preaches for
us in the German (Holland) language. Him we have had now
about sixteen years. He is also an admirable preacher, but,
God's blessing on him, he is so aged, and has lost his sight for so
long a time; yet he is one who has taught us God's pure and
true word, and administered the Holy Scraments among us. As
to the other congregation, they assist themselves with a lay
reader, who is a Swede, born in Stockholm, who performs
Divine service with hymns anci prayers, and by reading ser
mons out of a Swedish Postilla. As for a Finnish minister, we
have never had, nor do we need one, for we all in common
understand Swedish. (Acrelius, pp. 186-189)
The letter contains a petition that two ministers might be
sent, ''who are well learned and well exercised in the Holy
Scriptures, and who may well defend both themselves and us
against all the false teachers and strange sects by whom we
are surrounded." Also the settlers request "twelve Bibles,
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three copies of Sermons, forty-two Manuals, one hundred
Hand-books and Spiritual Meditations, two hundred Cate
chisms, two hundred A B C books." For both the books and the
support of the ministers the promise is made to pay accord
ing to what is demanded and the petitioners are able to do.
With the letter went an "exact list and roll of all men,
women, and children which are found and still live in New
Sweden, now called Pennsylvania, on the Delaware river." The
total number 139 Swedish families, or 939 persons. (Jacobs
son, Svenskaoden vid Delaware, p. 181) Of these 39 had been
born in Sweden, and two, Peter Rambo and Anders Bonde,
had been here fifty-four years. In the list were the names of
some Hollanders who had become a part of the colony, prob
ably in most cases by intermarriage.
This was in 1693. In 1655 when the colony ceased to belong
to Sweden it counted about two hundred souls, (Johnson, I: p.
127) the result of the vicissitudes of the ten expeditions from
Sweden which had reached New Sweden between 1638 -1655.
Now in 1693 there were close to one thousand souls, including
such as had become members of the 139 households. The
letter pictures a people agricultural in their economy, living
at peace with their neighbors, the Indians, and their con
querors the Dutch, as well as the new owners, the English.
They were fairly comfortable in their lives in these regions. Yet
they retained their loyalty to Sweden, and for their religious
nurture turned, as if by nature, to a Church which most of
them knew only by tradition. A handful of them had been
born in Sweden and had memories from its temples.
The rest knew of their ancestor's worship through the con
gregations which had become established during the past
half century on the Delaware.
Thomas Campanius Holm quotes from a letter by Pastor
Rudman in 1697 that there were 1200 people who spoke
Swedish and that in this region one could hear it "as pure as
anywhere in Sweden." The letter of 1693 refers to three con
gregations. One of these was at Christina [Wilmington], the
earliest settlement. During the years of Swedish rule this
congregation had worshipped in the fort. (Acrelius, p. 176) In
1667 a small wooden structure was erected a couple of miles
from the fort, where the Dutch joined to some extent in the
5

services. "The Hollanders," Acrelius says, "had no Minister, nor
did they, during their whole time, build a single church." The
second group met at Tinicum Island. This had been the head
quarters ofGovernor Printz between 1643- 1653, and been the
show place of the Delaware.
His place of residence, which he adorned with orchards,
gardens, a pleasure-house, etc., he named Printz Hall. A hand
some wooden church was also built at the same place, which
Magister Carnpanius consecrated - on the fourth of Sep
tember, 1646. Upon that place also all the most prominent
freemen had their residences and plantations. (Acrelius, p.
43)

The third place of worship was Wicaco, a couple of miles
north of Tinicum Island on the shores of the Delaware. Here
had stood a block-house, which after 1677 was used, alter
nately with the Tinicum Island building, as a church. Acrelius
describes the relationship between the fort and the church
thus:
A block-house answered the purpose very well, for the
churches generally were of the same material. The Indians
were not always to be depended upon that they would not
make an incursion, fall upon the Christians, and capture the
whole flock It was, therefore, necessary for them to have their
religious houses as a place of defence for the body as well as for
the soul.
The churches were so built that, after a suitable elevation,
like any other house, a projection was made some courses
higher, out of which they could shoot, so that if the heathen fell
upon them, which could not be done without their corning up
to the house, then the Swedes could shoot down upon them
continually, and the heathen, who used only bows and arrows,
could do them little or no injury. (Quotation from Rudrnan's
Ms., Acrelius, p. 176-7)

Two wooden churches and a block-house were thus the
gathering points for the religious activities from 1638 to 1693.
What of the clergy? The list for the period is not long. Reorus
Torkillus, a clergyman, accompanied the second expedition
in 1639, and died in the colony four years later. (Johnson, I: p.
6

127) Johan Campanius came with Printz in 1643. He labored
faithfully until 1648, when he returned to Sweden. Campa
nius not only led the services, but visited the scattered planta
tions. "Without any regard to the weather," he wrote his
Archbishop, "I am obliged to go from one place to the other to
visit the settlers with the Word and the Sacrament." (John
son, I: p. 372) The services were the regular High Mass of the
home church, conducted with dignity and formality. We can
detect a note of pride in Printz' communication to the Swed
ish chancellery, that "our priest is vested with a chasuble and
differs in all manners from the other sects surrounding us."
(Johnson, I: p. 367) The effect on the Indians was somewhat
difficult, if we may believe Campanius' grandson, who wrote
long afterwards.
The Indians were frequent visitors at my grandfather's house.
When, for the first time, he performed divine service in the
Swedish congregation, they came to hear him, and greatly
wondered that he had so much to say, and that he stood alone,
and talked so long, while all the rest were listening in silence.
This excited in them strange suspicions; th�y thought every
thing was not right, and that some conspiracy was going for
ward amongst us; in consequence of which my grandfather's
life and that of the other priests were, for some time, in consid
erable danger from the Indians who daily came to him and
asked him many questions." (Campanius Holm, p. 75-6)

Campanius took a serious interest in the Indians, learned
their language and translated Luther's Catechism into their
dialect. For this reason, Campanius can be said to ante-date
John Eliot, who gained the title of the morning star of mis
sionary enterprise, though Campanius' Catechism was not
printed until the time of the letter of the colonists to the
Swedish officials, in the last decade of the century. Then
Charles XI had it printed, in 1696, and sent over to the
Delaware five hundred copies.
Other clergy came and went in the colony during the gover
norship of Printz and Rising, only one, Lars Karlsson Lock,
staying on after the Dutch conquest. Lock arrived in 164 7 and
ministered until his death in 1688. In his early years he had
both domestic and civil difficulties, but seems to have
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adjusted himself, and for decades was the sole pastor of the
scattered colonists. Lameness made him ineffective in his last
years, wherefore the churches obtained a Dutch Lutheran
from New York to assist him and serve them. This was the
Jacob Fabritius, to which the letter of 1693 made reference,
saying that he had been among the colonists for seventeen
years, since 1677, but was now old and blind. It was indeed
time that something be done if the church life in the settle
ments were not gradually to disappear.
All the church service they now had was that an old man,
Anders Bengtson by name, sat and read out of Mullers Postilla
in Tenakong [Tinacum] Church; but at Tranhook [Christina],
Charles Spinger was the reader. The people were not very
anxious to hear these things. The youth who came were fonder
of riding races than of attending Divine Service. There was no
order, no reverence among the people. It was time for God to
help them, for all human help had failed. (Acrelius, p. 181)

A new day dawned for the Delaware congregations as the
condition of the settlers became of concern to the Swedish
king. Charles XI enjoined the Archbishop and Consistory of
Upsala to care for the religious needs of the colony by sending
them the clergymen and books which they had requested. In
the Consistory was one member who later became Bishop of
Skara, and who for the next three decades became the special
guardian of the Swedish Church on the Delaware, namely
Jesper Svedberg, father of the famous Emanuel Swedenborg,
but himself no less famous in the history of Sweden's Church.
Svedberg is the author of a Ms. work, SueciaNova seuAmer
ica Illuminata, 1727 which contains material from Holm,
letters from and to Sweden in re the Delaware colony and
original reflections of the author. An abridgment of this work
was printed as America llluminata, Skara, 1732. At mid
summer time 1697 three clergymen arrived in the colony with
royal commissions and gifts. They were Andrew Rudman,
Eric Bjork, and Jonas Auren. Through the interest and favor
of the highest authorities in Sweden and these pastors the
congregations in Pennsylvania were saved and entered on a
new day of enduring activity.
For the next seventy-five years the Church of Sweden

...
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maintained very close relationships with the American mis
sion. In general the type of men who were sent were of a high
grade, both spiritually and intellectually. In some cases these
men were of an extraordinary calibre. Between 1696 and the
close of the mission at the Revolution, Sweden sent twenty
four clergymen, whose work can here only be summarized,
before we go on to describe the process by which these Swed
ish Lutheran congregations became Anglican and Ameri
can.
Rudman and Bjork set about first of all to build new homes
for the worship of their congregations. In 1699 the Holy Trin
ity Church at Christina, now Wilmington, was ready. Of this
building Tiffany, the historian of the Episcopalian Church in
America has said that "it is the second oldest church edifice in
the country and is the oldest church in which continuous
religious services have been conducted from its foundation to
the present time." (Tiffany, pp. 220-21) The following year a
new church was dedicated in Philadelphia, on the site of the
old Wicaco, and given its present name, Gloria Dei. But build
ings were not the only concern. The more difficult task of
inner reconstruction of the life of the people as members of a
closely knit Lutheran congregation was of major importance.
Services of worship were carefully and regularly conducted.
Rudman's schedule, after the completion of the Gloria Dei
church, called for Morning Prayer at eight A.M. when prayer,
reading and explanation of two chapters from the Bible, and
a closing hymn, were the program. Then followed a Matin
service, whose chief content was catechetical instruction and
examination, which, the pastor believed, was of more avail
than twenty fiery sermons. (Norberg, p. 21) After this came
baptisms, then a preparatory sermon for communion, fol
lowed by the full High Mass with communion. Around two or
three P.M. the services were over.
The settlers had gradually spread in various directions,
north, west, and east. Eastward, across the Delaware, in Jer
sey, two new parishes developed, Racoon and Pennsneck.
Here a new church was built in Racoon, in 1704, and in
Pennsneck, in 17 17, and for this field the Swedish authorities
also commissioned pastors. North and west of Wicaco and
Christina settlers called for worship services in Kingsessing
9

and Upper Merion. After 1765 these places formed indepen
dent parishes, that of St. James Church and of Christ Church.
Besides extension of the field in this manner, there grew ever
more difficult the question of language and the extension of
the Church by means of services in both English and Swedish.
It became necessary f or all these pastors to preach in both
languages. Then, too, there was a call to minister to fellow
Lutherans of the German immigration, who were leaderless
until the corning of Muhlenberg in 1742. The Rev. John
Dylander, pastor at Wicaco, 1737- 1741, may have been more
energetic than most, but Acrelius' paragraph on his ministry
gives an indication of what demands were placed on the
Swedish preachers.
For more than a year he held morning service ( at eight o'clock)
in German, High Mass in Swedish, and Vespers in English, in
the church at Wicaco. - At that time the Germans were not
supplied with any Minister, although they were pressing into
the country in great numbers. So, as Mr. Dylander was well
versed in their language, he was able to comply with their
request that he would preach for them. He also frequently
supplied those who resided in Lancaster with Divine service.
He did the same in Germantown, where he consecrated a
stone church built by the Germans in the year 1730. No less
satisfaction was found by the English - He also sometimes
preached for them . . . to their entire satisfaction in their State
Church. (Acrelius, p. 237)

But preaching was only one element in the building up of
the congregations. Dylander complained to his archbishop in
1738 that these people in America were a
peculiar sort. If one does not frequently visit them in their
homes, on other occasions than official-which they do not
consider as visits-then they are cool in their attitude. One has
to exercise uncommon caution with them and like children
they have to be coaxed by all sorts of ingenious devices, for
they cannot be controlled through any other discipline than
that to which they are pleased to subject themselves. (Norberg,
p. 49)

John Sandel and Andreas Hesselius who succeeded Rud10
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its territory, Sweden was engaged in wars which impover
ished it. Belatedly its leaders sought to cooperate with the
Dutch whose West Indies Company became a world power.
When finally Sweden in 1638 - only a few years after the
English established themselves in Virginia and Massachusetts
- it was in the hope that through trade it might enrich itself.
Actually little was won. Skins and furs and tobacco was about
all that came back on the various expeditions ( and a handful
of slaves.) Yet there were fruits. For the first time Sweden
learned to know about America. In the effort to arouse finan
cial support the industrial and political circles became aware
of the resources in the new land. The first years witnessed
compulsive emigration, for the people were soldiers or debt
ors, even convicted persons, sent under duress. After 1644
there were "freemen", volunteers and adventurous souls.
Later notable visitors were attracted, as well as new settlers.
In 174 7 one of Sweden's naturalists came. This was the
period when Carl von Linne (Linnaeus) was winning world
fame by his discoveries and classification of plants. Peter
Kalm was one of his foremost students, and was sent by the
Royal Academy to America, after extensive explorations in
Sweden, Finland, and Russia. A friend of Pastor Johan Sandin
in New Jersey, Kalm came to Racoon - the beginning of a two
and a half year visit in the colonies and in Canada. He was
overwhelmed by the copious new species he found here and
he gathered great amounts for Linne at Upsala. Though not
ordained until later, after his return to Sweden, Kalm had
studied theology and often preached in the Delaware church
es. He married the widow of Pastor Sandin. His trips took him
to Canada, and he was probably the first Swede to view
Niagara. He described Niagara Falls in an article which Ben
jamin Franklin published in The Pennsylvania Gazette. Kalm
was also a friend of John Bartram, the American naturalist.
Kalm's name is enshrined in the Latin name of the mountain
laurel, Kalmia. Kalm was a pioneer American critic of the way
the Europeans treated the land. Instead of fertilizing fields
that have borne harvest the careless farmer turned it into
pasture and moved on to other virgin land. "They are fixed
upon the present gain, and they are blind to the future."
(Kalm, p. 308)
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Another noted Swedish person attracted to New Sweden
was Gustaf Hesselius. He came with his older brother, Pastor
Andreas Hesselius, who served the Christina congregation
17 13-23. Andreas was not only one of the dedicated pastors
of the Wilmington church but a lover of nature - sometimes
called a predecessor of Linne. He has given vivid descriptions
of the Indians and he did not hesitate to baptize negroes in his
parish. The brother, Gustaf, was a painter and on Pentecost
Sunday 17 15, his altar painting in the Wicaco church was
dedicated. His 1721 altar painting in the St. Barnabas Church,
Prince County, Maryland is considered the first commissi
oned work for a public building in America (Kastrup, p. 52).
He opened a studio with an artist from London in Philadel
phia, 1 735. A picture of the Crucifixion in 1748 attracted
much attention. Two of his portraits were in the Wilmington
church and four in the collection of the Philadelphia Histori
cal Society. Hesselius was a nephew of Bishop Swedberg and a
cousin of Emmanuel Swedenborg. A granddaughter of Hesse
lius, Elizabeth Henderson, was married by Nicholas Collin in
180 1 to another Swedish artist, Adolf Wertmoeller, who is
remembered for his portrait of George Washington, 1794.
Gustaf Hesselius also constructed an organ for a Moravian
church in Bethlehem, one of the first built in America. (Kas
trup, p. 53)
While the Delaware settlement was attracting visitors from
Sweden, sons and grandsons were finding a place in the
political, economic, and cultural life of the Middle Colonies.
Around 1750 Peter Kock was not only a leader in the Gloria
Dei congregation but one of the wealthy and influential mer
chants of Philadelphia. John Morton, a great-grandson of an
immigrant in 1654, in 1776 was a signer of the Declaration of
Independence. John Hanson, supposedly of Swedish stock,
and a political force in Maryland, served 178 1-2 as the first
president of the United States in Congress Assembled. A
member of the Stille family, Charles Janeway Stille, became,
later, provost of the University of Pennsylvania in whose
foundation Nicholas Collin participated. To this day promi
nent Eastern figures assert their connection with the Dela
ware Swedes, among them Franklin Roosevelt, William Keen
"the father of American surgery," and Albert Bushnell Hart,
31

the Harvard historian.
From the first the pastors on the Delaware had been
instructed from Sweden to maintain friendly relations with
the Anglican Church - a reflection of the comity existing
between the Upsala authorities and Canterbury. The kinship
between the two churches derived from an episcopal system
and a liturgical worship. When called on to lead English
congregations the Swedish pastors had no difficulty with the
Book of Common Prayer. The London based Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel looked favorably on the Swedish
work and rewarded some of the pastors.
As the association grew closer through intermarriage and
cooperation the tendency was toward an absorption of the
Swedish congregations by the American Episcopalians. Pres
sure from the growing Presbyterian church and the revival
ism of the Methodists also drove the liturgical churches
together.
So with all the diligent care which faithful Swedish clergy
gave to the Wilmington, Philadelphia, and Jersey churches,
few foresaw a permanent connection with the Church in
Sweden. Swedish as a language in social life had lost its hold
even before the renaissance of Rudman and Bjork In vain the
Swedish preachers sought to keep it as a language of worship.
By the time that Nicholas Collin began, in 1770, what was
destined to be the final ministry commissioned by Sweden,
Swedish had disappeared from Pennsneck, Kingsessing, and
Upper Merion, was used in Christina only on festive occasions
two or three times a year, and in Wicaco only when Swedish
visitors were present. (Norberg, p. 202) Swedish folk beyond
the pale of the established congregations, such as Pennypack
and Manathanius, united with others to form Anglican con
gregations, portending the fate of the older groups. Needless
to say, the disappearance of the language was a result of the
dissolution of practically all ties with Sweden except that
represented by the Swedish ministry. In Sweden, too, interest
was waning. In 1775 the king, Gustavus III, proposed that
some of the privileges of the Mission be discontinued, to which
proposal one of the Delaware pastors, who had returned to
Sweden in 1774 replied that in good conscience he could not
recommend that in its greater poverty the Swedish people
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should subsidize a people daily growing in prosperity. (Nor
berg, p. 194 ff) Sweden had for decades been paying the
travelling expenses of the regular pastors, salaries for super
visors and assistants, and been generous in promotion and
pensions for returned clergy. It has been estimated that des
pite her exhaustion, first from the Thirty Years War and then
the wars of Charles XII, Sweden expended anywhere from
$ 100,000.00 to $200,000.00 on the Delaware mission. Sweden
was not niggardly, therefore, whenGustavus III in May, 1775,
decided that the expenses should be reduced. Even then the
decision did not go into immediate effect, for Collin was still to
receive provost's salary and the other ministers in America
their travelling expenses home.
The move was, however, a severe blow for the Delaware
churches, then on the eve of the Revolution. In 1786 Collin
transferred from the Jersey congregations of Racoon and
Pennsneck and his place was taken by a minister of the
Protestant Episcopal Church. In 179 1 LarsGirelius left Chris
tina, and the connection of that church with Sweden ended.
Only Collin remained.
But long before Collin's death the Delaware Swedish mis
sion had ceased to exist. In 1786 the vestry of Wicaco had
resolved,
Whereupon the vestry do agree to receive the Reverend Mr.
Collin as their minister; but at the same time reserving to
themselves the right of making any new appointment hereaf
ter, as shall be found more useful and beneficial to the said
congregations of Wicaco, Kingsessing, and Upper Merion. And
the wardens of Wicaco Church are authorised and required to
write to the archbishop of Upsala, to desire him to thank his
majesty of Sweden, in the name of the congregations, for his
care and attention towards them heretofore, and in the pres
ent instance. But as the said congregations will be better
suited (the Swedish language being extinct) by the appoint
ment of some suitable minister from this side the water, and as
the Reverend Mr. Collin has expressed a desire of returning to
his native country shortly; whenever his majesty of Sweden
shall think it proper and convenient to grant him his recall, the
mission to these congregations will undoubtedly cease. (Clay,
pp. 1 08-09)
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In the following year the charter of these congregations
was amended, and made to include a provision that future
rectors "and other ministers shall be in the ministry of the
Lutheran or Episcopal Churches, and hold their faith in the
doctrine of the same." (Clay, p. 143) The last official commun
ication from the Church of Sweden was Archbishop Uno von
Troil's permission for the two Swedish ministers in the mis
sion in 1789 to return to the home country. (Collin, "A Brief
Account," p. 355-56) Collin, despite his homesickness, could
not get himself to leave. Collin's Journal has been translated
by Amandus Johnson and it reveals his many interests religious, scientific, inventive, botanical, political, philanthrop
ic. He was a friend of Franklin, a correspondent and associate
of Thomas Jefferson, a member and officer of the American
Philosophical Society, and had a part in the founding of the
University in Philadelphia. Altogether his was a worthy con
clusion to the long list of Swedish clergymen who had labored
for the cultural and spiritual welfare of the Delaware congre
gations during a period of almost two hundred years.
In Longfellow's Evangeline is a passage recalling long ago
days in Philadelphia.
"Then, as she mounted the stairs to the corridors, cooled by the
east - wind, distant and soft on her ear fell the chimes from the
belfry of Christ Church, While, intermingled with these, across
the meadows were wafted Sounds of Psalms, that were sung by
the Swedes in their church at Wicaco."

The Swedish psalms no longer are heard at Wicaco, and the
membership of that congregation now belong to the same
communion as Christ Church, but to the listening ear may yet
come an echo of an ancient ministry in primitive New Sweden,
a ministry of which one writer says,
There is not upon record a more remarkable instance of disin
terested care for its- expatriated citizens than that of the
Swedish Government for these obscure members of its race, no
longer bound to it by any political ties, and separated from it
by the wide expanse of the stormy Atlantic ( Reynolds in Acre
lius, p. xix)
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Another writer, a Swedish historian, has pointed out that
"neither trade nor statesmanship nor even military power
could preserve the ties between colony and homeland which
the Swedish language and Swedish worship did maintain."
(Sprinchorn, p. 243) The present celebration after 350 years
observes the memory of a unique mission of the Church of
Sweden on the shores of the Delaware and in American
History.
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